Temple University and First-Generation College Student Enroliment
Temple University was founded as an institution to provide education to the underserved. As such, enrolling and serving first-generation college students is
paramount to continuing in the original spirit of the university. There are many ways to define a first-generation college student. The tables below outline student
enrollment based on the two most prevalent definitions of “first-generation.” These data are taken from Temple University’s New Student Questionnaire (NSQ),
and feature only first-year students who remain enrolled in the University after the drop/add period of the fall semester.
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Johnson, and Pascarella (2012) is that neither of a student’s parents participated in any post-secondary
s ends in high school or earlier.
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In 2015, data about the college attainment on siblings of incoming students was collected through the NSQ to further enhance Temple’s understanding of its first-
generation population. It is important to note that these groups are not mutually exclusive. Students who fall into the neither parent/siblings attended college
classification also fall into the neither parent/siblings graduated college classification3.
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not be shown 3 Students who report the highest level of formal education of at least one parent or guardian and the highest level of formal education of college age siblings are included in this

analysis.
4 Students who report having a sibling currently enrolied in college are not classified as first-generation students.
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SThe third definition of a first-generation college student argues that if a student had siblings attend an institutien of post-secondary
education, they are no longer a first generation college student, as this sibling relationship may alter a student's knowledge of access

(Hsiao, 1992).
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